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THE MOTHER OF THE PRESIDENT
"Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way"-Goldsmith.
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When he became President, he first stood in silence at his
Mother's grave. Her portrait has always been upon his desk.
The woman who succeeded her and whom he always looked upon
as a second Mother said of him, that no woman ever had a
better son.
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JOHN C. COOLIDGE
Father of the President

CHAPTER I
DESTINY
T was a plain New England farm among the folks of
the hills of Vermont. There was neither train nor
Itelephone
nor trolley. It was much as God had made
it. There lay a child, young and weak and helpless
and a mother proud in the gift of prophecy. And there
stood by the child's cradle one great and powerful,
Destiny. She had sought him out in his simple atmosphere. Her protecting arm she raised above him. She
took him by the hand and ever led him on. She saw
in him virtue to be recognized. She led him towards
horizons as boundless as the seas, fame, power afid
financial freedom. She set him in the seats of the
mighty.

United News.

Copyrighted

THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE PRESIDENT
Plymouth, Vermont

CHAPTER II
AS THE CLOCK TICKED

"A youth, who bore, 'mid snow and ice,
A banner, with the strange device,
'Excelsior'."
1630-John Coolidge, from Cambridge, England, settled in Watertown, Massachusetts.
1781-A descendant of the sixth generation, (four
generations before C. C.,) migrated to Vermont.
1868-May 6. John Calvin Coolidge of Plymouth,
Vermont, Father, married Victoria Josephine
Moor, Mother.
1872-July 4. Calvin Coolidge, then John Calvin
Coolidge, Junior, born at Plymouth, Vermont.
1875-April 15. Abigail Gratia Coolidge, sister of
C. C., born.
1885-March 14. Mother died.
1885-June. Graduated, District School, Plymouth.
1890-March 6. Sister, Abigail G. Coolidge, died.
Only other child.
1890-June. Graduated, Black River Academy, Ludlow, Vermont.
1891-June. Graduated, St. Johnsbury Academy9
Vermont.
1891-September 9. John Calvin Coolidge, Father,
married Carrie G. Brown, second wife.
1895-June. C. C. Graduated, Amherst College, Cum
Laude. Grove Orator. Senior Year, First Prize
( open to all colleges), Essay: "Principles,
Revolutionary War."
1895-September.
Located, Northampton, Massachusetts.
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1895-September 23. Began study of law in office of
Hammond and Field.
1897-July 2. Admitted to the bar. Later established
firm of Coolidge and Hemenway. Later, VicePresident and Counsel, Nonotuck Savings
Bank, Northampton.
1899-City Council, Northampton.
1900-1901-City Solicitor.
1903-Appointed Clerk of Courts, Hampshire County.
1904-Chairman, Republican City Committee.
1905-October 4. Married Miss Grace Anna Goodhue,
a teacher in Northampton, daughter of Andrew
I. and Elmira Goodhue of Burlington, Vermont.
1906-September 7. Son born, John Coolidge.
1907-1908-State Representative. Committees: 1907,
Constitutional Amendments, Mercantile Affairs; 1908, Banks and Banking, Judiciary.
1908-April 13. Son born, Calvin Coolidge, Junior.
1910-1911-Mayor of Northampton.
1912-1915-State Senator. Committees: 1912, Agriculture-Chairman, Cities, Legal AffairsChairman; 1913, Municipal Finance, Railroads
-Chairman, Rules.
1914-1915-President, State Senate (unopposed).
1914-October 3. Chairman, Committee on Resolutions, Republican State Convention, Worcester.
1915-April. Frank Waterman Stearns became His
First Ally.
1916-1918-Lieutenant-Governor.
1919-1920-Governor. (Reelected by largest vote to
that time cast.)
1919-Author, "Have Faith in Massachusetts."
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1919-June. Honorary Degrees, LL.D., Amherst,
Tufts, Williams.
1919-September 9. Boston Police Strike. His issue,
Law and Order.
1920-January 2. Declined to contest for Presidential
nomination.
1920-May 18. Carrie G. Brown Coolidge, stepmother, died.
1920-June 1~. Nominated for Vice-President.
1920-June. Honorary Degrees: Bates, University of
Vermont, Wesleyan.
1920-July 27. Formal Notification of nomination at
Northampton.
1920-November 2. Elected Vice-President. Largest
plurality ever cast for that office.
1920-Boys joined Edwards Church.
1921-March 4. Became Vice-President. Sat with
Cabinet, by courtesy of the President.
1921-September. Sons entered Mercersburg Academy, Pennsylvania.
1923-April 25. Andrew I. Goodhue, father-in-law,
died.
1923-August. Son, John, Devens Camp; son, Calvin,
on a farm.
1923-August. Became a member of First Congregational Church, Washington.
1923-December 6. First Presidential Message.
Legal Residence, 21 Massasoit Street, Northampton.
Family, Members Edwards Congregational
Church.
2.47 a. rn.

August 3, 1923
President of the United States of America

U. & U.

Copyrighted

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

CHAPTER III

SIMPLY C. C.
"Be Brief"
E became of age July 4, 1893. He held no public
office until 1899. He was also in private life in
H
1902, 1905, 1906 and 1909. 1909 was his last year in

private life. These years, after July 2, 1897, when he
was admitted to the bar, he practiced law exclusively.
Again, not a story of quantity.
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PRESIDENT COOLIDGE'S HOME-THE LEFT HALF OF THIS TWO-FAMILY
HOUSE. NORTHAMPTON, M'ASS.

CHAPTER IV
AN X-RAY

"For while the tired waves vainly breaking
Seem here no painful inch to gain,
Far back through creek and inlet making
Comes silent flooding in, the main."
-Cl<Yitgh.

HESE words symbolize his slow, sure advance. It
is a story of progress and of patience, the story of
T
the pendulum one tick at a time, the story of the
ladder one round at a time, no jumps. It is a story
of quality not quantity. It' is a short story. In his
inaugural to the Massachusetts Senate, the shortest in
history, forty-four words, he said:

"Be Brief"
It is an honest story. It is a good deal of a story. The
story of the boy is the story of the man.
He was a plain boy on a plain farm. As a boy
farming was a part of his business. As a man it be.
came his avocation. Hence he knows the plain people.
He is one of them, for his atmosphere is a simple one.
When he was a member of the General Court from
Northampton, he and his family lived on his salary of
one thousand dollars. When he was Governor he
vetoed a bill to raise the salaries of legislators from
$1,000 to $1,500 a year. He lives out his policies, which
are not simple theories. He is as careful of his official
pocket as he is of his personal pocket. Hence as Mayor
he cut down the municipal debt, as now as President
he sets out to cut down taxes and the national debt.
As President he continues to vote as he has for years
on a house rental of thirty, recently raised to thirty.
two dollars a month.
13
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The secret of his success has been his capacity to see
and to seize opportunity. Some who have fallen by the
wayside call this luck. No one understands him who
does not analyze his serious purpose, his silence, his
original diffidence and his modesty. He is not a puzzle
to those who patiently study him, though it is easier
to see to the bottom of a placid pond than to the bottom of a deep, running river. He is in no sense on
trial. He is sure to make good, for he has always made
good. In his father's words at the notification at
Northampton, he'd always done well and he guessed he
always would.
It has always been his purpose in his own words,
to do the day's work. Not only this but with an eye
for tomorrow. Hence, he has always been prepared,
never unprepared. His attitude towards life has been
a serious -0ne, alive to its responsibilities. He has
looked upon avocation as justified only as a method for
recuperation for work. His only sports have been his
love of nature and walking. His teachers say that he
was a good student. His father says that he never had
to tell him what to do.

When a small boy, he got up in the middle
of the night, for he remembered that he had
not filled the wood bin, one of his duties.
When he studied law, it was in the independent atmosphere of a law office and not in a law school because he
had more character than money. When he was a State
Senator in 1923 he showed as great a familiarity with
a long, intricate railroad bill in his charge as the
lawyers who were hired to pass it or defeat it. He had
as intelligent and as detailed a knowledge for the bills
he had to pass on as any man in the State House.
When he was on the stump for Vice-President he said
that he longed to be at home and at work. His speeches
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he has always written in long hand before they were
typed and delivered. He is the last to extemporize, so
that what he says stands.
He is essentially a thinker and a doer and not a
talker. When he was in college it was Garman, the
philosopher, who impressed him most. His first inaugural to the Massachusetts Senate shows the influence of this teacher. He has always been silent.
He was born with two ears and one mouth. Hence he
saw that he was made first to listen and to learn. He
was born in a sparsely settled country. Where there
are few neighbors, there is small temptation to talk.
Vermonters are silent.

He is silent by inheritance~ This quality he
has made little eff01·t to live down, for he has
preferred a life of much thought to a life of
any chatter.
He is quick to act. There ought to be more men in the
public service known not by what they say but by what
they do, more thinkers and doers, fewer talkers. He
talks only when he has something to say, but he listens respectfully whether there is something to hear
or not. Those who think they interview him, simply
interview themselves. He never writes when he can
talk. He never talks when he can nod. Those energies
which many men throw into their mouths, he conserves for thought and for action.
He was originally diffident, which he has not completely lived down. When as a boy he heard strangers'
voices in the kitchen, he found it hard to go through
the door to meet them. This is why some look upon
him as cold. When he became President, he wrote an
affectionate letter to James Lucey of which an emotional woman ,vould have been proud. When Governor
Cox sn<'<'PP<lP-ci him, he found tucked undPr his desk

P. & A.
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HIS FATHER'S HOME
Where the President Took the Oath of Office
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blotter at the State House a tender note from his predecessor. On the inside he is warm.
He has always been modest. When he received a
gold medal in college, he did not show it to his father.
He said he did not think it would interest him. When
he became a candidate for Lieutenant-Governor, he
wrote on a piece of paper, simply: "I am a candidate
for Lieutenant-Governor." Even this was jimmied
out of him. There was nothing more. When he was
elected, he was not found in public places warming
himself in the praise of his friends, but alone in an
inside room at the Adams House, Boston, by a window
opening into an air-shaft. There are too few such.
He has never sought, first, preferment for himself.
Many public men think first of themselves, their country second if at all. He looked upon himself as a cog
in the party, but he is now its leader. He did not become a candidate for the State Senate until his predecessor, now Congressman Treadway, had voluntarily retired. When his name was mentioned for the
Presidency, he declined to become a candidate and said
that he wanted to walk humbly. He closed headquarters in Washington which his friends had opened
for him.
He became Vice-President at the age of 48, one year
for each star in the flag. Substantial merit and not
superficial personal charm has put him where he is.
His progress while sure has been slow. He makes
friends slowly but they stay made. When Frank
Waterman Stearns, a great and good merchant of
Boston, who forgets only himself, first sought him in
matters of legislation, he was not drawn toward him,
but he grew to worship him. He became a wise
counselor with a loyalty unexcelled. He spread
through the country: "Have Faith in Massachusetts."
He has done more than any friend to make him known.
He is his first and strongest ally.

18
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He has always shown uncommon sense.

He once said, administration is far behind legislation
and that the people should look more to the executive
and less to the legislative. In a multitude of laws, a
weary people recognized these as wise words. His wit
is stronger in quality than in quantity.
Often he would sit in silence through a whole evening in a crowded college room, speak but once, when
all were convulsed. When he was asked by a friend
what he should say when asked if he were a candidate
for the Presidency, he whimsically replied: "Tell the
truth." He can make a pleasantry and enjoy a pleasantry, but he does not use humor only for others'
amusement or for votes. A nod from him upon the
street is better than an ebullition from another and
even this is unnecessary, for he is known to be
democratic.
He has always shown fidelity not only to his work
but, more, to his two mothers, to his father, to his wife
and to his sons. His greatest proclamation as Governor was his Lincoln Day proclamation, for he, too,
had known the influence of a great mother and the
atmosphere of a simple home. He says that his folks
are happy and contented, belong to themselves, live
within their income and fear no man. It was his
father whom he asked to administer to him the oath
of office of President. In his great hour he was a loyal
son. He did not forget his father. He remembered
the words of the Scriptures : "Honour thy father and
mother." Greater power and greater distinction has
never come to anyone among simpler surroundings. It
is a symbol of the democracy of American institutions
which will always live in history, that opportunity
and honor are open to all.
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The little white cottage will never die. It
staged a drama which will forever thrill
every American citizen, from the plutocrat to
the ploughman.
His wife is a woman of cheer, tact and efficient cooperation. They met when she was a school teacher
in Northampton. His boys have inherited the spirit of
preparation. They were in the public schools at
Northampton. To a playmate who wondered why the
son of a President was at work on a farm, the latter
said: "Gee, I guess you'd work if you had my father."
The other son was in 1923 at the Devens Camp, though
under age.
In the thirty-one years since his majority, he has
held public office twenty-two years. He is now in his
fifteenth consecutive year. He has been appointed,
nominated and elected to public office, forty times.
He has been defeated but once, for the school committee at the polls in 1905.

He has always been led by Destiny, which
means simply that his opportunities have
been great but that his capacity to see and to
seize them has been greater.
His epochal opportunities, in growing order, which he
has been quick to see and to seize, have been five in
number.
First, it was John C. Hammond who happened to
hear him deliver the Grove Oration at Amherst in
1895. He then invited him into his office to study law.
Second, the President of the State Senate was unexpectedly defeated for re-election in 1913. Within
two days he was assured of the succession.
Third, in 1914 Frank Waterman Stearns crossed his
path. In 1915 he became His First Ally.

PRESIDENT COOLIDGE SIGNING THE CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION
Adding to the Deficiency Bill the Appropriation for Hospitals for Wounded Soldiers
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Fourth, in 1919 came the Boston Police Strike.
This issue in 1920, in the well-chosen words of the
Reverend E. T. Sullivan, D.D., "revealed" him into the
Vice-Presidency.
Fifth, the death of Warren Harding made him
President of the United States. These conditions
sought him. He did not seek them. All men must
recognize the merit of a man who has been honored
by public office in the intelligent Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, from the lowest to the highest, for
eighteen years with but one defeat. No President has
equalled his years in city and state government.
Few men know what work as Governor gave him
the greatest satisfaction. It was the cutting down and
reorganization of the state departments and commissions, from 118 to about 20. This was done under the
authority of the Constitutional Convention. Two
years were given to do the work. He took one. This
work involved a large number of appointments by him.
This delicate work was done well by him.

The police strike of 1919 gave him his great
issue, law and order.
The issue of the strike was the demand by the police
of the right to affiliate with the American Federation
of Labor and at the same time to hold their positions
on the force. These demands were refused them. On
this issue, two-thirds of the force had struck. The
city was defenceless and helpless. Those only know
the exigencies of the hour who lived in it. The Police
Commissioner, Edwin Upton Curtis, and the Governor
stood firm. The militia was called out. Law and
order was re-established. These policemen were never
reinstated. A largely new force, mostly world-war
veterans, was created. The splendid public service, at
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a crisis, of these two high public officers is generally
recognized. Edwin Upton Curtis, now dead, did much
to glorify the administration of the Governor. He
became the second of the two allies.
It is significant that the Hon. Herbert Parker, brilliant and with a fine sense of honor, then counsel to
the Commissioner and zealous of the Commissioner's
high public service and close to the situation, says of
the Governor: "He stood revealed as a true leader of
men, of patriotism, courage and wisdom, proven
through the trial of faith and of conflict." It was the
police strike and its issue, law and order, as set out in
his greatest words:

"There is no right to strike against the public
safety by anybody, anywhere, anytime,"
which revealed him into the Vice-Presidency. He
showed a wise courage, here, as he later showed a wise
courage in his first Presidential message, in his cleancut, determined attitude towards bristling issues,
which he is as zealous to establish as he is quick to
enunciate.
He has lived out the words: "Seest thou a man
diligent in his business. He shall stand before kings."
The country has probably never seen a man prominent
in public life like him. No one thinks of opposing him
and his great honors have come to him, he has not
sought them. He has never been known to make the
usual moves towards political preferment. Most men
impress one with trying to shape their own political
fortunes, he appears indifferent. He has been content
to rest his political hopes, if he has had any, on the
political duties he has had to perform, however humble. His first political office, a Councilman in Northampton in 1899, the lowest under our form of government, interested him simply as a privilege to give and
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not as an opportunity to get. The great reason for his
political success is his own personality, which appeals
to one not for what it appears to be but for what it is.
Unlike most politicians he does not play a part, he is
himself. He moves quietly and efficiently.
He has come surely. He is always in preparation.
He has never speedily impressed. In his first year in
the Massachusetts House in 1907 he was not regarded
as a leader because he had not been in political life
long enough to be known. Hence, he was never appointed to a House Chairmanship, strange for a man
of his capacity. He was content to take his turn. He
put his party before himself. He was ever ready and
quick to listen to counsel and to co-operate.

He had not then churned his wake white.
Things went after him. He did not go after them. In
his first year in the Massachusetts Senate in 1912,
when he was becoming known and appreciated, he was
made Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture, because he came from a farming district and knew a
plough when he saw it. In his second year, 1913, when
he was Chairman of the important Committee on
Railroads, appointed because the railroad question was
then a great issue, he was a Chairman who presided; a
man who made only the necessary motions of mind,
mouth or body. He was never opposed personally;
he had no enemies in the usual sense. Few men have
fewer critics.
He has shown independence as a legislator and is
quick to stand by the weak when they are right and to
leave power when it is wrong. When he was in the
House in 1908, the press of his district said of him,
that he was entitled to the thanks of the wage-earners
for his manly defense of their interests. When he was
Governor, the legislative representative of the train-
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CALVIN, JR.

JOHN

THE FIRST LADY OF THE LAND AND HER TWO BOYS
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men said of him, that no man had been as fair as he.
And yet at the same time big business also believes in
him. His speeches are unique and strong for their
thought and for their epigrammatic brevity. His
political strength has made the public curious to study
the personality of the only man of that kind they have
seen. The more of the man they studied, the more of a
man they found. To him the atmosphere of a political
office is not an atmosphere for stories and the distribution of cigars, but an atmosphere for work. To him a
political opportunity is a business responsibility. He
has a maximum of business, a minimum of froth. He
has patience, tenacity and self-control.
As Lieutenant-Governor and as Vice-President he
was loyal to his Chiefs to a degree too seldom found
among his predecessors. When he was LieutenantGovernor, Governor McCall said that the LieutenantGovernor stood with him in the Council even when the
votes were 8 to 2 against them.

His loyalty to President Harding is a recent
fact. He sat with the Cabinet by the characteristic courtesy of the President, for which
opportunity of preparation he and the count?-y are under a deep · obligation to the
wisdom of this Christian gentleman.
His life has enabled him to know and to understand all
sorts of men, for he has been of them. These men
made him Governor, for they liked him for his originality, his modesty, his democracy and his ability.
Most men are content to be honored by the office they
seek. He gives a dignity to the many high honors
which have seemed naturally to come to him. He is
more of an asset to public office than public office is an
asset to him. He is a character exceeded bv none in
interest for study, still incomplete, probabiy always
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incomplete. He has the charm of mystery which
appeals.
An issue hurried him into the Vice-Presidency.
Greater responsibilities stimulate further analysis. He
is a student of political economy. He is a student of
Philosophy. He is led by logic and not by emotion,
by fidelity and not by ambition. He supplements
leadership with co-operation. He sets his compass not
only for today but also for tomorrow and for a course
beyond the line of the horizon. Those who study him
know him, turn to him, rely on him. They only know
him, for his virtues he does not radio. The people see
in him one of their own.
The man is a mixture of merit and modesty. He presents a unique, marked contrast, to a degree touched
only by Lincoln in the history of the country. He is
the mightiest ruler on earth and at the same time a
plain citizen. In times when the strong too often yield
to the temptation of arrogance, in him power and simplicity walk hand in hand, a too scarce virtue. Hence,
the great and the small look upon him as one of their
own. He met the great issue, law and order. He
recognizes that law is but the will of the people which
he successfully sets out to arouse. He has the strength
of a deep running river. He has an inset religious
faith.
Of such is he. He has made his five talents ten.
Providence has led him on, made strong allies his
hand-maidens, made his path straight. Law and order
revealed him into the Vice-Presidency.

CHAPTER V
SOME PEAKS
ON THE POWER

OF

RELIGION

"J Tportance
was because religion gave the people a new imand a new glory that they demanded a

new freedom and a new Government. We cannot in our
generation reject the cause and retain the result. If
the institutions they adopted are to survive, if the
Government which they founded is to endure, it will
be because the people continue to have similar religious
beliefs. It is idle to discuss freedom and equality on
any other basis. It is useless to expect substantial
reforms from any other motive. They cannot be administered from without. They must come from
withi_n ." C. C.
ON POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

First Inaugural-Massachusetts Senate-1914
"HONORABLE SENATORS :-I thank you-with gratitude for the high honor given, with appreciation for
the solemn obligations assumed-I thank you.
"This Commonwealth is one. We are all members
of one body. The welfare of the weakest and the welfare of the most powerful are inseparably bound together. Industry cannot flourish if labor languish.
Transportation cannot prosper if manufactures decline. The general welfare cannot be provided for in
any one act, but it is well to remember that the benefit
of one is the benefit of all, and the neglect of one is the
neglect of all. The suspension of one man's dividends
is the suspension of another man's pay envelope.
"Men do not make laws. They do but discover them.
27
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Laws must be justified by something more than the
will of the majority. They must rest on the eternal
foundation of righteousness. That state is most fortunate in its form of government which has the aptest
instruments for the discovery of laws. The latest,
most modern, and nearest perfect system that statesmanship has devised is representative government.
Its weakness is the weakness of us imperfect human
beings who administer it. Its strength is that even
such administration secures to the people more blessings than any other system ever produced. No nation
has discarded it and retained liberty. Representative
government must be preserved.
"Courts are established, not to determine the popularity of a cause, but to adjudicate and enforce rights.
No litigant should be required to submit his case to the
hazard and expense of a political campaign. No judge
should be required to seek or receive political rewards.
The courts of Massachusetts are known and honored
wherever men love justice. Let th8ir glory suffer no
diminution at our hands. The electorate and judiciary
cannot combine. A hearing means a hearing. When
the trial of causes goes outside the court-room, AngloSaxon constitutional government ends.
"The people cannot look to legislation generally for
success. Industry, thrift, character, are not conferred by act or resolve. Government cannot relieve
from toil. It can provide no substitute for the rewards of service. It can, of course, care for the defective and recognize distinguished merit. The normal
must care for themselves. Self-government means
self-support.
"Man is born into the universe with a personality
that is his own. He has a right that is founded upon
the constitution of the universe to have property that
is his own. Ultimately, property rights and personal
rights are the same thing. The one cannot be pre-
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served if the other be violated. Each man is entitled
to his rights and the rewards of his service be they
never so large or never so small.
"History reveals no civilized people among whom
there were not a highly educated class, and large aggregations of wealth, represented usually by the clergy
and the nobility. Inspiration has always come from
above. Diffusion of learning has come down from the
university to the common school-the kindergarten is
last. No one would now expect to aid the common
school by abolishing higher education.
"It may be that the diffusion of wealth works in an
analogous way. As the little red schoolhouse is builded
in the college, it may be that the fostering and protection of large aggregations of wealth are the only
foundation on which to build the prosperity of the
whole people. Large profits mean large pay rolls. But
profits must be the result of service performed. In no
land are there so many and such large aggregations of
wealth as here; in no land do they perform larger service; in no land will the work of a day bring so large a
reward in material and spiritual welfare. * * *
"Do the day's work. If it be to protect the rights
of the weak, whoever objects, do it. If it be to help
a powerful corporation better to serve the people,
whatever the opposition, do that. Expect to be called
a· stand-patter, but don't be a stand-patter. Expect to
be called a demagogue, but don't be a demagogue.
Don't hesitate to be as revolutionary as science. Don't
hesitate to be as reactionary as the multiplication
table. Don't expect to build up the weak by pulling
down the strong. Don't hurry to legislate. Give administration a chance to catch up with legislation.
"We need a broader, firmer, deeper faith in the
people-a faith that men desire to do right, that the
Commonwealth is founded upon a righteousness which
will endure, a reconstructed faith that the final ap-
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proval of the people is given not to demagogues,
slavishly pandering to their selfishness, merchandising
with the clamor of the hour, but to statesmen, ministering to their welfare, representing their deep, silent,
abiding convictions.
"Statutes must appeal to more than material welfare. Wages won't satisfy, be they never so large.
Nor houses; nor lands; nor coupons, though they fall
thick as the leaves of autumn. Man has a spiritual
nature. Touch it, and it must respond as the magnet
responds to the pole. To that, not to selfishness, let the
laws of the Commonwealth appeal. Recognize the immortal worth and dignity of man. Let the laws of
Massachusetts proclaim to her humblest citizen, performing the most menial task, the recognition of his
manhood, the recognition that all men are peers, the
humblest with the most exalted, the recognition that
all work is glorified. Such is the path to equality before the law. Such is the foundation of liberty under
the law. Such is the sublime revelation of man's relation to man-Democracy."

ON

BREVITY

Second Inauguralr-Massachusetts Senate-1915
[Shortest inaugural in history-Forty-four words.]
"HONORABLE SENATORS :-My sincerest thanks, I
offer you. Conserve the firm foundations of our institutions. Do your work with the spirit of a eoldier in
the public service. Be loyal to the Commonwealth and
to yourselves. And be brief; above all things,

Be Brief.''
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LINCOLN DAY PROCLAMATION
JANUARY 30, 1919

[In Part]
"FIVESCORE and ten years ago that Divine Providence which infinite repetition has made only the more
a miracle sent into the world a new life, destined to
save a nation. No star, no sign, foretold his coming.
About his cradle all was poor and mean save only the
source of all great men, the love of a wonderful
woman. When she faded away in his tender years,
from her deathbed in humble poverty she dowered her
son with greatness. There can be no proper observance of a birthday which forgets the mother. Into his
origin as into his life men long have looked and wondered. In wisdom great, but in humility greater, in
justice strong, but in compassion stronger, he became
a leader of men by being a follower of the truth. He
overcame evil with good. His presence filled the
Nation. He broke the might of oppression. He restored a race to its birthright. His mortal frame has
vanished, but his spirit tncreases with the increasing
years, the richest legacy of the greatest century.
"Men show by what they worship what they are. It
is no accident that before the great example of American manhood our people stand with respect and reverence. And in accordance with this sentiment our laws
have provided for a formal recognition of the birthday of Abraham Lincoln, for in him is revealed our
ideal, the hope of our country fulfilled/'
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ON LAW AND ORDER
THE POLICE STRIKE

[Only literature of this soi·t in political history]
[Copy]
WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

Sunday, Sept. 14, 1919.
Mr. Samuel Gompers, President,
American Federation of Labor,
New York City, N. Y.
Replying to your telegram. I have already refused
to remove the Poli e Commissioner of Boston. I did
not appoint him. He can assume no position which the
Courts would uphold except what the people have by
the authority of their law vested in him. He speaks
only with their voice. The right of the Police of Boston to affiliate has always been questioned, never
granted, is now prohibited. The suggestion of President Wilson to Washington does not apply to Boston.
There the police have remained on duty. Here the
Policemen's Union left their duty, an action which
President Wilson characterized as a crime against
civilization. Your assertion that the Commissioner
was wrong cannot justify the wrong of leaving the
City unguarded. That furnished the opportunity, the
criminal element furnished the action.

There is no right to strike against the public
safety by anybody, anywhere, any time.
You ask that the public safety again be placed in the
hands of these same policemen while they continue in
disobedience to the laws of Massachusetts and in their
refusal to obey the orders of the Police Department.
Nineteen men have been tried and removed. Others

Copyright Keystone View Co.

THE NATIONAL GAME
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having abandoned their duty their places have under
the law been declared vacant in the opinion of the Attorney General. I can suggest no authority outside the
Courts to take further action. I wish to join and
assist in taking a broad view of every situation. A
grave responsibility rests on all of us. You can depend on me to support you in every legal action and
sound policy. I am equally determined to defend the
sovereignty of Massachusetts and to maintain the
authority and jurisdiction over her public officers
where it has been placed by the Constitution and Laws
of her people.
CALVIN COOLIDGE, Governor.
ON LEGISLATION

Some A ttitucles on Beacon Hill, Boston,
As Governor
FOR absentee voting. For the safe regulation of air
craft. For increased farm labor, products and profits.
For further recognition, protection and Americanization of immigrants. Recognition in appointments of
all creeds, races and colors. To include children under
sixteen in the benefits of the Workingmen's Compensation Act at death. For the further protection of
women and children in employment. Against the complete exemption from the civil service of soldiers and
marines. For the flying of flags for returning colored
soldiers. For economy and lower taxation. For the
development of education, teachers' pensions and increased salaries. For equal rights in the public service, all nationalities, races and colors. For two
platoon system for firemen. For honest measure in
food sales. For the protection of health in the sale of
food. For the regulation of the price of fuel. For
the prevention of anarchy. For the protection of poor
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tenants. For employees on boards of directors. For
increased weekly payments under the W orkingmen's
Compensation Act. For local determination on certain sports on the Lord's Day. For military training
as a preparation for peace and for the education of
youth. Against State censorship of moving pictures.
For the regulation of billboards. For the better protection of police, in quarters, duties and promotion.
Against an increase in the prices of the necessities of
life. For the regulation of the housing, sanitation,
hours of labor and conditions of employees. For the
prevention of profiteering. For submitting questions
to the people, or the public opinion bill. For local determination on the operation of street railways by
cities and towns. For the investigation of the question
of maternity aid. For the proper housing and care
and against the overcrowding of inmates of hospitals.
For the consideration of rehabilitation of disabled soldiers, sailors and marines. For reinstatement in employment of soldiers. For preference in the civil service to veterans. For the employment of discharged
soldiers, sailors and marines. For moderate street
railway fares for workers and children. For women
as police. For 48-hour bill, women and children.

As Senator
For biennial State elections. Against discrimination in sales. For popular Senatorial elections. For
pensions for firemen and their dependents. For a minimum wage commission. Against the assessment of
employees for insurance under the W orkingmen's
Compensation Act. Against relieving unions from
actions of tort. For peaceful persuasion in strikes.
Endorses protective tariff and tariff commission. For
Massachusetts income tax. Against Federal income
tax. For full train crew bill. For women as notaries
public.
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As Representative
For anti-monopoly bill. Against death penalty and
for verdicts "without capital punishment." For freer
sale of oil. For Parcels Post. For small coal sales.
For sale of "Kosher" meat on Lord's Day. Against
old age pensions. For the referendum. For the right
of the people to instruct their representatives. Against
contracts and combinations in restraint of trade. For
public hearings on certain questions between employees and employers in public service corporations. For
the regulation of the issuance of injunctions. For
woman's suffrage. For revision of banking laws.
FIRST S'i'ATEMENT TO AMERICAN PEOPLE
AUGUST 3, 1923
"REPORTS have reached me, which I fear are correct,
that President Harding is gone. The world has lost a
great and good man. I mourn his loss. He was my
chief and my friend. It will be my purpose to carry
out the policies which he has begun for the service of
the American people and for meeting their responsibilities wherever they may arise. For this purpose I
shall seek the cooperation of all those who have been
associated with the President during his term of office.
Those who have given their efforts to assist him, I
wish to remain in office, that they may assist me. I
have faith that God will direct the destinies of our
nation."
ON HUMANITY
[COPY]
The White House, Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr. Lucey:
Not often do I see you or write you but I want you

to know that if it were not for you I should not be here
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and I want to tell you how much I love you. Do not
work too much now and try to enjoy yourself in your
well-earned hours of age.
Yours sincerely,
CALVIN COOLIDGE.

August 6, 1923.
(Mr. James Lucey is a cobbler at Northampton.)

HIS FIRST MESSAGE.

DECEMBER

6, 1923

[In Part]

His Presidential Platform.

Clean Cut-Courageous

"Since the close of the last Congress the Nation has
lost President Harding. The world knew his kindness
and his humanity, his greatness and his character. He
has left his mark upon history. He has made justice
more certain and peace more secure. The surpassing
tribute paid to his memory as he was borne across the
continent to rest at last at home revealed the pl,ace he
held in the hearts of the American people. But this is
not the occasion for extended reference to the man or
his work. In this presence, among those who knew and
loved him, that is unnecessary. But we who were associated with him could not resume together the functions
of our office without pausing for a moment, and in his
memory reconsecrating ourselv·es to the service of our
country. He is gone. We remain. It is our duty, under
the inspiration of his example, to take up the burdens
which he was permitted to lay down, and to develop
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and support the wise principles of gove rnment which
he represented.
"The League. For us peace reigns everywhere. We
desire to perpetuate it always by granting full justice
to others and requiring of others full justice to ourselves. Our country has one cardinal principle to
maintain in its foreign policy. It is an American principle. It must be an American policy. We attend to
our own affairs, conserve our own strength, and protect the interest of our citizens; but we recognize thoroughly our obligation to help others, reserving to the
decision of our own judgment the time, the place, and
the method. We realize the common bond of humanity. We know the inescapable law of service. Our
country has definite y refused to adopt and ratify the
covenant of the League of Nations. . . . I am not
proposing any change in this policy; neither is the
Senate. The incident, so far as we are concerned, is
closed. The League exists as a foreign agency. We
hope it will be helpful. But the United States sees no
reason to limit its own freedom and independence of
action by joining it. . . . World Court. . . . Pending
before the Senate is a proposal that this Government
give its support to the Permanent Court of International Justice, which is a new and somewhat different
plan. . . . As I wish to see a court established, and
as the proposal presents the only practical plan on
which many nations have ever agreed, though it may
not meet every desire, I therefore commend it to the
favorable consideration of the Senate, with the proposed reservations clearly indicating our refusal to
adhere to the League of Nations. Russia . . . . Our
Government does not propose, however, to enter into
relations with another regime which refuses to recognize the sanctity of international obligations. . . . I do
not propose to make merchandise of any American
principles. . . . Whenever there appears any disposi-

Courtesy, Hon. Henry F. Long

CALVIN COOLIDGE ON THE FARM AT PLYMOUTH
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tion to compensate our citizens who were despoiled,
and to recognize that debt contracted with our Government, not by the Czar, but by the newly formed Republic of Russia; . . . our country ought to be the
first to go to the economic and moral rescue of Russia.
. . . War Debt. . . . I do not favor the cancellation
of this debt, but I see no objection to adjusting it in
accordance with the principle adopted for the British
debt. . . . Our thousands of citizens with credits due
them of hundreds of millions of dollars have no redress
save in the action of our Government. These are very
substantial interests, which it is the duty of our Government to protect as best it can. That course I propose to pursue. . . . Fiscal Conditions. Our main
problems are domestic problems. Financial stability
is the first requisite of sound government. It is possible, in consequence, to make a large reduction in the
taxes of the people, which is the sole object of all curtailment. . . . I especially commend a decrease on
earned incomes, and further abolition of admission,
message, and nuisance taxes. The amusement and
educational value of moving pictures ought not to be
taxed. Diminishing charges against moderate incomes from investment will afford immense relief~
while a revision of the surtaxes will not only provide
additional money for capital investment, thus stimulating industry and employing more labor, but will not
greatly reduce the revenue from that source, and may
in future actually increase it. Taxes. Being opposed
to war taxes in time of peace, I am not in favor of
excess-profits taxes. . . . To reduce war taxes is to
give every home a better chance. . . . High taxes
reach everywhere and burden everybody. They bear
most heavily upon the poor. They diminish industry
and commerce. They make agriculture unprofitable.
. . . They are a charge on every necessary of life. Of
all services which the Congress can render to the coun-
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try, I have no hesitation in declaring this one to be
paramount. . . . The country wants this measure to
have the right of way over all others. Another reform
which is urgent in our fiscal system is the abolition of
the right to issue tax-exempt securities. . . . Tariff.
The present tariff law has accomplished its two main
objects. It has secured an abundant revenue and been
productive of an abounding prosperity. Under it the
country has had a very large export and import trade.
• . . Railroads. The settlement of railroad labor disputes is a matter of grave public concern. The Labor
Board was established to protect the public in the
enjoyment of continuous service by attempting to insure justice between the companies and their employees. t has been a great help, but is not altogether
satisfactory to the public, the employees, or the companies. If a substantial agreement can be reached .
among the groups interested, there should be no hesitation in enacting such agreement into law. If it is not
reached, the Labor Board may very well be left for the
present to protect the public welfare. The law for
consolidations is not sufficiently effective to be expeditious. Additional legislation is needed giving authority for voluntary consolidations. . . . Consolidation
appears to be the only feasible method for the maintenance of an adequate system of transportation with an
opportunity so to adjust freight rates as to meet such
temporary conditions as now prevail in some agricultural sections. Competent authorities agree that an
entire reorganization of the rate structure for freight
is necessary. This should be ordered at once by the
Congress. . . . Prisons. The National Government
has never given adequate attention to its prison problems. It ought to provide employment in such forms
of production as can be used by the Government,
though not sold to the public in competition with private business, for all prisoners who can be placed at
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work, and for which they should receive a reasonable
compensation, available for their dependents. Two
independent reformatories are• needed; one for the
segregation of women, and another for the segregation of young men serving their first sentence. . . .
The prohibition amendment to the Constitution requires the Congress and the President to provide adequate laws to prevent its violation. It is my duty to
enforce such laws. . . . Free government has no
greater menace than disrespect for authority and continual violation of law. It is the duty of a citizen not
only to observe the law but to let it be known that he
is opposed to its violation. Negro. Numbered
among our population are some 12,000,000 colored
people. Under our Constitution their rights are just
as sacred as those of any other citizen. It i~ both a
public and ·a private duty to protect those rights. The
Congress ought to exercise all its powers of prevention and punishment against the hideous crime of
lynching, of which the negroes are by no means the
sole sufferers, but for which they furnish a majority
of the victims. Already a considerable sum is appropriated to give the negroes vocational training in agriculture. About half a million dollars is recommended
for medical courses at Howard University to help contribute to the education of five hundred colored doctors needed each year. . . . National Defence. For
several years we have been decreasing the personnel
of the Army and Navy, and reducing their power to
the danger point. Further reductions should not be
made. . . . We want no more competitive armaments.
We want no more war. But we want no weakness
that invites imposition. A people who neglect their
national defence are putting in jeopardy their national
honor. . . . lmmigmtion. American institutions rest
solely on good citizenship .. . . America must be kept
American. For this purpose, it is necessary to con-
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tinue a policy of restricted immigration. It would be
well to make such immigration of a selective nature
with some inspection at the source, and based either
on a prior census or upon the record of naturalization.
. . . Those who do not want to be partakers of the
American spirit ought not to settle in America.
Bonus. No more important duty falls on the Government of the United States than the adequate care of
its veterans. Those suffering disabilities incurred in
the service must have sufficient hospital relief and compensation. Their dependents must be supported. . ..
The American Legion will present to the Congress a
legislative programme too extensive for detailed discussion here. It is a carefully matured plan. While
some -o f it I do not favor, with much of it I am in
hearty al!cord, and I recommend that a most painstaking effort be made to provide remedies for any defects
in the administration of the present laws which their
experience has revealed. The attitude of the Government toward these proposals should be one of generosity. But I do not favor the granting of a bonus.
Coal. The cost of coal has become unbearably high.
. . . I do not favor Government ownership or operation of coal mines. The need is for action under private ownership that will secure greater continuity of
production and greater public protection. . . . The
supply of coal must be constant. . . . Farmers. . . .
With his products not selling on a parity ·with the
products of industry, every sound remedy that can be
devised should be applied for the relief of the farmer.
He represents a character, a type of citizenship, and a
public necessity that must be preserved and afforded
every facility for regaining prosperity. . . . Indirectly
the farmer must be relieved by a reduction of national
and local taxation. He must be assisted by the reorganization of the freight-rate structure which could
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reduce charges on his production. To make this fully
effective there ought to be railroad consolidations.
Cheaper fertilizers must be provided. . . . "
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HIS POLITICAL LADDER

CHAPTER VI
THE LESSON

"God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."
HIS FIRST BIOGRAPHY is a lesson, a hope to stimulate. It is an amazing story, none more so. A redhaired, freckled boy on a plain farm has become President of the United States. He always kept on going,
from the farm, on the farm, up and on and always. He
has become a second "rail-splitter." Like Niagara,
his is a story which grows on one and as it is studied it
overwhelms. And yet, while Roosevelt was a torrent,
he is a steady stream. His is a story for every father
and mother and child, a story of responsibilities for
the first and of opportunity for the last. His story is
a lesson for every American and for those across the
seas, of hope and realization; that America is a country of law, order and opportunity; that success and
happiness come to one, not because of what is around
him, family, fashion and fortune, but because of what
is in him, not for what he has but for what he is; and
that there is no end to the path upwards when uncommon sense, fidelity, preparation and Providence walk
hand in hand.
His First Biography is a short lesson. It is a strong
lesson. It is a stimulating lesson, vivid, which thrills
and lifts. It is an inspiration. It symbolizes the
force of those great words of the Scriptures:

"Thou hast been faithful over a few things.
I will make thee 1·uler over many."
THE END
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